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BERNARD HARRIS When County Commissioner Chairman Dick Shellenberger addresses Gary Heinke, the county's chief services officer, he says "doctor."

In fact, Heinke has asked the commissioners' office staff to address him by that title.

And it was the experience that Heinke brought to his newly-created position that qualified him for a $10,000 raise three months ago.

He makes more than $97,000 a year.

But now a county government watchdog is questioning the credentials and work experience of Heinke, the man who oversaw the recent sale of Conestoga View, the county nursing home.

Arthur Morris, a former Lancaster City mayor, says Heinke's resume doesn't wash.

He delivered a letter to the commissioners today calling for an official inquiry into Heinke's credentials.

"I'm seeking a full investigation by the county in an open fashion," said Morris.

Heinke refused to comment until he had read the letter.

The three county commissioners met with Heinke behind closed doors this morning.

After the meeting, Shellenberger said county human relations director Tom Myers would advise the commissioners on Tuesday how to proceed and whether to launch an investigation.

Shellenberger defended Heinke today.

"We're happy to have him as part of the team. I think his background well-qualifies him for the position," Shellenberger said of Heinke.

Morris contends: Heinke's doctoral degree comes from an unaccredited school, Trinity Theological Seminary, of Newburgh, Ind., which is not recognized by the federal Education Department.

His "distance learning" degree was done by mail, without Heinke setting foot in a classroom.

While Heinke claims his doctorate was in "administration," in fact, it is a doctorate of philosophy in church administration.

Similarly, Heinke claims on his resume that his master's degree from Duke University is in "decision making (ethics)."

The Durham, N.C., university said Heinke's degree is in theology.

Heinke claims to have been an assistant superintendent of the Pillager (Minn.) School District before joining the county in March 2004.

But school district administrators told Morris the district has no assistant superintendent position.

During his more than two years at the district, Heinke's only paid positions were as substitute teacher and teachers' aide, Morris said he learned.

He did not supervise anyone.

In his current position with the county, Heinke oversees hundreds of employees and budgets totaling tens of millions of dollars.

He is responsible for the departments of Mental Health/Mental Retardation, Children and Youth Services, Aging and Drugs & Alcohol, the county prison, Youth Intervention Center, Veterans Affairs, Human Relations Commission, Lancaster Employment & Training Agency and the county Redevelopment Authority.

Shellenberger said the raise Heinke received in July was not related to him possessing a doctorate.

Shellenberger said only a masters is required for Heinke's position.

It is Heinke's responsibility for Conestoga View that drew Morris' attention.

Heinke was the project manager for the recent sale of the county nursing home to a private operator.

Morris was an outspoken opponent of the sale.

Morris said he wondered what experience Heinke was drawing from when representing the county in the $13 million transaction.

And then, he learned more about Trinity Theological Seminary.

The school-without-classrooms no longer offers the doctorate program from which Heinke received his diploma.

Trinity dropped the program as part of its current attempt to receive regional accreditation, said Kathy Skinner, assistant to the school's registrar.

"I think Trinity was a rip off. It was a con school, but I think Trinity is trying to make it legit," said Dr.

Steve Levicoff.

Levicoff, a former religion and law professor, wrote the standard book in the field: "Name It and Frame It: New Opportunities in Adult Education and How to Avoid Being Ripped Off by 'Christian' Degree Mills."

Although he has not been involved in higher education in recent years, in a telephone interview with the New Era Levicoff said of Trinity: "I wouldn't go there."

In fact, in 2000, the year Heinke received his diploma, Levicoff commented in a discussion group post: "They can tap dance all they want to, but Trinity is still a degree mill."

John Bear, also a religion professor and author, noted that Trinity is legitimate but controversial.

The school used to be the Toledo Bible School, but "left Ohio in great haste when the state grew unhappy with them, changed their name, and moved to Indiana. Indiana has very minimal regulation of religious schools."

Bear noted that at least six states have passed laws to regulate degrees from unaccredited schools.

In those states, it is illegal to use degrees from unaccredited institutions.
